
THE DEATH MARCH 
– FOR MEMORY, NOT FOR 

REVENGE CALL OUR SHADOWS

Bicycle Quest
bicycle

Stamp the treasure here.

Where is it? 
Rybno is a town located in gmina Gniewino, approximately 15 
km from the capital of the poviat – Wejherowo (Pomeranian 
voivodeship).

Driving directions
Rybno is located approximately 10 km from the national road No. 
6 (exit in Bolszewo by Hotel Victoria – it’s best to head towards 
Gniewino).

Start of the quest
Parking lot by the St. Brother Albert Chmielowski church in Rybno, 
6 Kościelna street.

You will need: 
A pen, a reflective vest.

Time to complete the quest:
45 minutes.

How to find the treasure?
The game is about reading the tips included in the text of the quest. 
Your mission is to collect hidden numbers and do the tasks on your 
way. When you solve all of the puzzles, you will find the treasure at 
the end of the route.

Quest supervisor:
Andrzej Miedziak, Stowarzyszenie Bursztynowy Pasaż, 
mobile: +48 535 310 828.

If you noticed any changes on the route of the quest 
of a lack of treasure, please report It to the quest 
supervisor. Contact us at kontakt@questing.pl

Death March from KL Stutthof in the picture of a former prisoner 
– Nikolai Kuznetsov. Currently, it can be seen in the camp museum
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800 murdered people are buried in 14 mass graves. 
Reflect and pay tribute to the victims of totalitarianism,
determine the year when the monument was unveiled 
dedicated to the victims of the Death March  _ _ _
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and find the quest treasure, which in this case
is a testimony of remembrance.
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In seriousness stamp the quest chart and,
as the subtitle of our journey says,
keep in your memory everything that you’ve learned today.
And may the words of the poem 
by Franciszek Fenikowski, a son of the former prisoner of the 
concentration camps
Stutthof and Sachsenhausen, help you with that: 
“Let our voice sound from generation to generation:
For remembrance, not vengeance, our shadows plea
Let our fate caution you- and not a legend be
And if people fall silent - the boulders will call out!”.

"Europejski Fundusz Rolny na rzecz Rozwoju Obszarów Wiejskich:
Europa Inwestująca w obszary wiejskie".



DEATH MARCH
Quest hunter, who rightfully expect great fun
and expect joy from your stay in Kashubia,
please forgive this cruel tone of memories
and in all seriousness listen to my sad story
that is passed on from generation to generation.
I am a resident of this neighbourhood
and I would like to share its history 
without missing anything of what happened
here during the last months of the great war
and what is deeply engraved in people’s memory.
You arrived in Rybno, in Gniewino commune
poviat of Wejherowo and in Pomeranian voivodeship
to start a unique journey in time and space.
A path will lead you to the finish line of this quest
and clues and puzzles will reveal the gloom and wounds of the past.
So off you go, focused, to the places
which, particularly by the end of the 19th century 
subjected Kashubians to aggresive germanization.
The village did not return to the reborn Republic of Poland,
later being a German border town. 
It was only after the end of the World War II that Poland came here
and Rybno was settled again by local Kashubians
from poviats of Wejherowo and Puck
and displaced people from the eastern lands that were occupied by 
the Soviets.
Before that, at the beginning of 1945,
Nazis - facing the approaching Red Army troops-
decided to evacuate the Stutthof concentration camp (in Sztutowo).
On January 25th, after the morning roll-call
ordered by the commandant,
the wired space of the concentration camp was left by seven 
columns of 1100-1600 prisoners each.
The next day, two more columns followed.
In total, 11000 people were forced to march
to the vicinity of Lębork, where German labour camps were located.
The route led through Mikoszewo, Cedry Wielkie, Pruszcz Gdański, 
Straszyn, Łapino, Kołbudy, Niestępowo, Żukowo, Przodkowo, 
Pomieczyno, Luzino and Godętowo, each kilometer of the route 
marked with victims.
Ultimately, none of the columns reached Lębork.
From Luzin and Godętowo they were directed to Puck, because 
Lębork became a medical point for fleeing Germans. 
The prisoners, stripped of their clothes and often without shoes 
suffered malnutrition, exhaustion and biting frost. 
The evacuation turned into a death march strewn with bodies
of those, who died along the route and in transit camps.

One of them was located in Rybno.
After entering the filial church from 1990  
with interesting polychrome painting of God the Creator
and relics of St. Albert Chmielowski
and the image of the blessed Władysław Bukowiński, 
it’s worth looking at the stained glass that refer to
the terrible events of the last months of the war
expressing: FAITH, HOPE and LOVE – the values
that gave the prisoners strength during the murderous march. 
On one of the stained glass windows you will find the camp number
of one of the prisoners and write it on the quest chart  _ _    _ _
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He is one of thousands, who have been spared no pain by fate. 
The survivors come to Rybno
and in „those” striped scarves they pray here
together for ‘today’ which they lived to despite
the hell given to them by the torturers.  
The 6th column, consisting of prisoners from blocks 12 and 15 
of the New Camp consisted of 1200 prisoners on the day of evacuation.  
It reached Rybno on February 2nd 1945, minus the number of those 
who escaped or were shot by SS men. 
The survivors were placed in the camp,
a few hundred meters behind the village at the edge of the forest. 
Four barracks arranged in a square were completed
by the fifth  - a utility barrack. 
The area was fenced with a net.
Now it’s time for you, quest hunter, to move forward,
for our journey is not finished yet. 
From the church you have to go up the street 
and at the nearest intersection turn towards the town of  
_
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 _ _ _ _ , where number 15 can be seen, 
and then go down the street and stop by the palace – 
a large building, where a shop can be found now. 
Opposite, you will see a chapel that you must approach 
and rewrite its name from the stone nearby,  _ _
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(ROADSIDE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION), 
And the first year that can be seen on the boulder  _
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date of the erection of the chapel. 
A bit further you will come across a park with natural monuments 
and a closed tunnel from the 18th century, but pass them by
to reach the intersection and again turn in the direction of the 
town of  _ _
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On the way you will see a bench; write down its name  _ _
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   (THE BENCH OF CONTENTION).
Sit on it and I will tell you 
how the death march story continues.

In mid-February 1945 to the camp in Rybno
about 300 Jews were brought from the sub-camp KL Stutthoff in 
Kokoszki, 
who were forced to dig anti-tank trenches 
on the Rybno- Warszkowo line to stop the Soviet troops. 
You will find traces of earth dams in our neighbourhood, 
which also hides hundreds of the graves of their builders. 
Five weeks in the camp, exhausting work,
malnutrition, exhaustion and typhus 
took away several hundred people, deprived of any 
hygienic conditions and medical care. 
The only help was provided by the Kashubian population. 
Despite the fear and threat to their lives, bread and packages with 
food
were brought to the camp, and the locals helped the escapees, 
providing shelter in their homes or by handing over
information to the families and friends of the prisoners. 
If you have rested, carefully move on in the direction where
house numbers go up to pass the cross.
Certainly, you noticed that you walk down the  _ _ _ _
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Look closely to notice an important signpost
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(CEMETERY OF DEATH MARCH VICTIMS) 
which you will follow. You will continue along the  _
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and another signpost will give you a clue. 
Next, pass on your left a post marked with numbers  _
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to enter the area supervised by the Wejherowo Forestry 
(NADLEŚNICTWO WEJHEROWO) 
Inspectorate and use the shelter, because
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where you’re headed is getting closer, and so the goal is close. 
In the face of the approaching Red Army, on March 9, 1945
the commandant of the camp in Rybno ordered evacuation.
The prisoners, who were able to walk were led out in two groups: 
- one group went to the prison in Wejherowo, 
the other went through Piaśnica Wielka and Leśniewo to Puck. 
Soviet soldiers who entered the camp 
only found those severely ill and dead.
Their comrades had been taken out three days earlier  
and were liberated from Nazi captivity on March 12, 1945. 
When in the 1950s a series of exhumations were made, 
the scale of the human tragedy that happened here was realized. 
The remains that were found  
have been moved to the cemetery that you are about to enter.
The necropolis is always open and the plaque located at the entrance
informs about the extent of the Nazi crime.  


