
WITH A HERO IN DEFENSE 
OF THE HOMELAND

Walking quest 
walking

Place for a stamp.Place for a drawing.

Where is it? 
The town of Hel is located at the end of the Hel Peninsula.

Driving directions
The Museum of Coastal Defence is located at the entrance to Hel. From 
the main road, you need to turn into the forest road, as the roadsigns 
say. There is a parking lot there where you can leave your car.

Start of the quest
Entrance to the Museum of Coastal Defence, behind the ticket office.

Type of the quest
Historical, walking quest.

You will need: 
A pen.

Time to complete the quest
35 minutes.

How to find the treasure
The game is about reading the tips included in the text of the quest. 
Your mission is to collect hidden numbers and do the tasks on your 
way. When you solve all of the puzzles, you will find the treasure at 
the end of the route.

Quest supervisor
The Museum of Coastal Defence, mobile: +48 697 88 85 83

If you noticed any changes on the route of the quest 
or a lack of treasure, please report it to the quest 
supervisor. Contact us at kontakt@questing.pl

More quests can be found in the largest quest database

www.Questing.pl

"Europejski Fundusz Rolny na rzecz Rozwoju Obszarów Wiejskich:
Europa Inwestująca w obszary wiejskie".

which I canceled at the trial, but the sentence was delivered earlier.
On July 21, 1952 I was sentenced to death. 
I refused to ask for grace. My family was making efforts in this matter.
Despite the appeals and requests for pardon or mitigation of the sentence
(my wife even wrote a letter to the President Bronisław Bierut)
the NSW judges assembly upheld the judgement.
On December 16, 1952 in the prison cellar of the Mokotów prison
the Stalinist torturers shot me in the back of the head. 
This was their way of „rewarding” me for my faithful service to Poland.
The sentence did not end the persecution of my family, from which 
everybody turned their backs.
Thrown out of their apartment, forced to leave the coast
and marked with the stigma of “the family of the cursed spy”,
the closest relatives survived thanks to opening a small shop.
So much about me, I’m not going to hide my name anymore. 
Go to the door that leads to the museum. 
Above them you will read that it’s named after me: 
KMDR.:  _ _ _
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with whom you learnt the history of 
The Heliodor Laskowski battery.
For years, my resting place remained unknown.
In 1956, as completely Innocent, I was formally rehabilitated. As 
Horace, Roman poet from the times of Caesar, wrote „Dulce et 
decorum est pro Patria mori” - It is sweet and fitting to die for the 
homeland.
To sum up this tragic story I would like to add that it was not until 
December 16, 2017, on the 65th anniversary of the execution,
after the mass in the Garrison church in Oksywie, my remains and 
the remains of two comrades-in-arms – defenders of Hel, who were also 
innocently executed, were transported on tow trucks to the Naval 
Cemetery in Oksywie and there, with military assistance and in the 
presence of the President of the Republic of Poland, we were buried in 
a specially designed Memorial Headquarters. 

It is time now for you to find the treasure, so pick up the numbers 
from the passwords
and you will find out that one of them Is in front of you. 
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that you can see by the D _14  
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 _16 
. 

If the museum is open,

go   _17   _18 
 _19 

 _20
 D _22

   and ask for a stamp by the   _23 
 _24 

 _25 
 _26

 ! 
This way your quest has been completed and I thank you that you 
wanted to hear my story, because the ones who are remembered live 
forever.



WITH A HERO IN DEFENSE OF THE HOMELAND
Welcome, Quest hunter, to the Museum of Coastal Defense in Hel,
that I – the guide of this expedition – am closely attached to.
The truth is that I was born (September 22, 1907)
in the Giżewo estate near Kruszwica, but, to my father’s discontent, 
I showed no interest in farmland. Instead, I was drawn to open spaces, 
so my father, after many persuasions, agreed to send a son into the world.
There was only one condition – he had to enlist in the navy.
I will tell you more about myself later, because now it’s time for you to 
go through the gate, but you need to be careful, 
because you might be at gunpoint.
You need to read the text extra carefully, so you don’t go off
the quest path marked by clues and do your best to guess the passwords
that will give you letters and numbers and you will find the answer to 
the mystery of where the treasure is hidden. 
You will also find out who I am - your companion 
and narrator of your quest adventure.
On your left you will recognize a shelter of the one,
who guards the place and hence the name: guard sentry,
and you will notice somewhere on the vivid background a sign in Polish: 
Teren  _
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 _ _
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18
 _ _ _   (area of shooting range) 

which convincingly warns that staying here is a threat of death, in 
Polish:  GROZI  _ _ _ _ _

16
 _ _ _   or serious disability.

You will also see observation and guard shelters,
also known as, as you can read on the board next to them: 
SP _ _ _

8  
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

22 
LLE. 

If you’ve managed to solve the puzzles and type the passwords – congrats!
Now stop for a while, because I want to tell you 
a little something about myself before. 
I show you the real kingdom! On October 17, 
1935 in the Garrison church in Gdynia-Oksywie.
I got married to an aspiring actress and the sister of my friend from 
Cadet School -  Wacława Helena Poważe. 
In 1936 our dearest and beloved daughter Danuta was born
and it’s a great regret that I got to spend so little time with her…
So keep going along the quest path and don’t follow the arrow at the 
crossroads that guides you to the Museum, but choose the way whose 
name you’ve already guessed today!
You’ll be passing depth charges and what I can tell you about them
is that there are galvanic shock anchor ones, in Polish   _ _

14
T _ _ _ Z _ _,

and that during World War II they were the most common.
Next you will come across a boat, the construction of which is attributed 
to Gustaw Thomat. 
It is about 100 years old and though based on serial boat designs,
it was adapted to be used as a rescue and working unit. 
When you answer the question: how many rows does it have? _
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while the one on the board has   _
d  

 _,   you will know why it’s called 
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(write in Polish).
The purpose of another object that will emerge was protecting the coast 
in the most sensitive parts of the harbour so a harbour fender, 
in Polish OBIJACZ  _

5  
 _ _ _ _ _

4  
 _  was installed on ships’ hulls, 

so that it fulfilled its protective task.
Further on, next to a guide shack you will see one of the most interesting 
pieces in the museum – which is a German anti-aircraft gun „Flak 8,8". 
Designed in 1928 by German constructors at Bofors, 
it was also manufactured in Poland, in Stalowa Wola steelworks,
which you can also read about on the board. 
If you continue going down this road you will see sea cannons, 
whose construction, as is also described here,  was developed at 
OBUCHOWSKIEJ FABRYCE „_ _ _ _
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 _ _ _ _” in 1929.
If you got tired with too many puzzles, 
have a break and listen about the pre-war plans. 
The concept of defending the Polish coast was changing.
First, it was believed that it would be best to create a naval supply base in Hel
and use the naval forces to protect it.
Lt. Heliodor Laskowski, who came from France had a different opinion.
He proved that the concept of limiting the defense 
of the base to sea operations is unacceptable,  
claiming that with the advantage of the enemy  it might become 
completely defenseless, exposed to bombing and useless.
For him, the most important element of coastal defense were batteries 
of fixed (land) artillery that, firing from the peninsula,
were to effectively protect naval bases from the attack of enemy ships,
shoot them in the event of landing from the sea 
as well as support the land troops with fire.
He advanced a thesis that it is necessary to create a heavily armed land base
that could be used as a shelter for the fleet in case of renovation
or the need for replenishment.
The plan developed under the supervision of Heliodor Laskowski
provided for the possibility of firing from Hel to targets
on the high seas as well as in the area of entire Puck Bay.
It required having cannons of the appropriate caliber and of sufficient 
range. Laskowski persuaded the command of the Polish Navy
that the suggested French artillery is obsolete and, following his 
suggestion, the monopoly of France for the supply of weapons was 
broken and instead four modern Bofors 152,4 mm wz. 
30 guns were ordered.  The relevant agreement was concluded on 
December 20, 1933, and the cannons were delivered to Hel in 1935
to make the first initial shooting in September.
Meanwhile, Heliodor Laskowski, who was suffering from a severe 
kidney disease, went to Egypt for climate treatment, 
where he died on April 12, 1936.
He was only 38 years old. Upon the request of his friends and colleagues,
on January 1, 1937 the naval commander, vice admiral Jerzy Świrski 
formally named the 31st battery on Hel after Heliodor Laskowski
at the same time recognizing the merits of the outstanding officer. 
On October 25, 1938 I was the one to take over the position of the 
commander of the strongest Polish coastal defense battery
being at this time considered the best artilleryman in the Navy.
Together with my family, I moved to Hel conducting 
systematic fire drills for sea and land purposes.
When the Polish government ordered an emergency service for coastal units
on August 24, 1939 I reported full readiness of the battery.

My family returned to the apartment in Gdynia 
and I waited with my subordinates on Hel for the worst.
On September 1, we demonstrated the highest possible level of 
combat training...
It’s time to move on now, so approach the station called Hel 
–  _ _

7  
 _ _ _

15
  Północny. 

Next, go around the huge shelter along the road
which you haven’t been to yet and stop on the other side of it for a while.
Now I will tell you something more about me. Hel fought till October 2.
Our battery fought fire battles with German ships,
including the battleships Schleswig-Holstein and Schlessien. 
Schleswig-Holestein,  which bombed Westerplatte, was hit and forced
to withdraw beyond the range of our cannons.
I was then wounded by a schrapnel but against the doctors’ opinion 
I left the hospital and fought to the end.
With sadness and despondency I accepted the news 
of the necessity to surrender.
Together with other defenders of Hel, I was taken prisoner 
by the Germans.
I ended up in the oflag, from which I tried to escape twice, but to no avail.
On January 10, 1945 the oflag was liberated by the Red Army.
After many years, I returned home, but my happiness did not last long…
Before I finish my story, move boldly forward, find the air training 
simulator, in Polish    _
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 R _ _ _ Ż _ R    lotniczy  

which will mean that you are now on the right track!
Further on, you’ll be passing other objects, like the concrete base of the crane
used for mounting 406mm guns and replacing barrels,
next you’ll see guard shacks. Stop here for a while,
before I eventually tell you who I am.
During the first four years, my professionalism 
and commitment were appreciated.
At the beginning of 1946 I was briefly adjutant to the Navy commander, 
and at the time of the formation of the squadron of speeders I took 
over its command.
By the end of 1946 I became the commander of the 31st Coastal 
Artillery Squadron, I was also the head of the Naval Artillery Service.
In 1950, already in the rank of lieutenant commander,
I was promoted to the position of the deputy head of the Navy Department
at the General Staff of the Polish Army.
However, the darkest years in the history of Polish Navy have come – 
the times of Stalinist terror and purges carried out by the so-called 
Military Information.
After arriving in Warsaw, I was arrested by the Main Directorate of 
Information, as the first of the seven commanders of the Navy – 
defenders of Hel in 1939.
During the two-year investigation, 
my family knew nothing about my fate.
I was subjected to elaborate physical and mental tortures
and evidence of my alleged treason has been fabricated.
I was accused of cooperation with foreign intelligence and 
activities to the detriment of the country.
I was forced to sign the admission of guilt,


